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To Whom This May Concern 

On 2 March 2021, Gloucestershire’s Health and Care Scrutiny Committee requested that a letter be 
sent to Public Health England, seeking clarification on the decision to allow the Cheltenham, (Horse 
Racing), Festival in March 2020 to proceed, as planned, regardless of escalating concerns about 
the Covid-19 Global Emergency at that time. 

Over 150,000 people attended the annual international sporting event, held at Cheltenham Race 
Course between 10 and 13 March 2020, and ending only 10 days prior to the government lockdown 
measures announcement on 23 March 2020. 

In response to concerns that the Festival may have led to a high number of local coronavirus cases, 
affecting not only Gloucestershire but other parts of the UK, the decision not to cancel the event 
resulted in widespread criticism, including criticisms from politicians and scientists, with suggestions 
that the huge crowds and mass gatherings could have accelerated the spread of Covid-19.

It is now known that the Cheltenham Festival 2020 was one of the highest profile UK sporting 
events in 2020, taking place at a time when the UK Government was evaluating the need to take a 
‘containment phase’ approach to subdue the spread of the coronavirus.

The members of the Gloucestershire Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee are therefore 
seeking: - 

a) An explanation on why the Cheltenham Horse Racing Festival was allowed to take place in 
March 2020; 

b) Why the decision was taken at a time of national/international concern about the spread of 
the Covid-19 coronavirus; 

c) In taking the decision, what factors/risks were considered, and by whom; 
d) What lessons have been learned from taking this decision, including whether the same 

judgement would be made again, given the significant impact of the decision.

I understand the decision to allow the Festival to take place in 2020 was taken in accordance with 
the government and public health guidelines at the time, but would appreciate your comments and 
views on the background to the decision. 

I write to you today on behalf of the following members of the Gloucestershire Health and Overview 
Scrutiny Committee: - 

mailto:stephen.hirst@gloucestershire.gov.uk


Gloucestershire County Council Representatives: 
Cllr Paul Hodgkinson (Vice-Chair)
Cllr Andrew Gravells MBE
Cllr Terry Hale
Cllr Brian Oosthuysen
Cllr Nigel Robbins OBE
Cllr Pam Tracey MBE
Cllr Robert Vines
Cllr Suzanne Williams

Gloucestershire District Representatives: 
Cllr Martin Horwood (Cheltenham Borough Council)
Cllr Dilys Neill (Cotswold Districr Council) 
Cllr Helen Molyneux (Forest of Dean District Council)
Cllr Collette Finnegan (Gloucester City Council)
Cllr Steve Lydon (Stroud District Council)
Cllr Jill Smith (Tewkesbury Borough Council)

Yours sincerely

Cllr Stephen Hirst 
Chairman of Gloucestershire Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee


